
 Key Vocabulary Music 
 

Substantive 
concepts in 

EYFS 

Substantive concepts in KS1 Substantive concepts covered in LKS2 Substantive concepts covered in UKS2 

Built upon from 
EYFS 

New to KS1 
Built upon from 

KS1 
New to LKS2 Built upon from LKS2 New to UKS2 

loud  
quiet 
fast 
slow 
happy  
sad 
beat 
long 
short 

loud  
quiet 
fast 
slow 
happy  
sad 
beat 
 

timbre 
pitch 
tempo 
texture 
pulse 
meter 
timbre 
rhythm 
texture 
dynamics 
compose 
notate 

loud  
quiet 
fast 
slow 
beat 
duration 
timbre 
pitch 
beat 
tempo 
texture 
pulse 
meter 
timbre 
rhythm 
texture 
dynamics 
compose 
notate 

lyrics 
melody 
solo 
rounds 
harmonies 
accompaniments 
drones 
cyclic patterns 
cultural context 
note values 
crotchets 
quavers 
paired quavers 
minims 
treble clef stave 

loud  
quiet 
fast 
slow 
beat 
duration 
timbre 
pitch 
beat 
tempo 
texture 
pulse 
meter 
timbre 
rhythm 
texture 
dynamics 

compose 
notate lyrics 
melody 
solo 
rounds 
harmonies 
accompaniments 
drones 
cyclic patterns 
cultural context 
note values 
crotchets 
quavers 
paired quavers 
minims 
treble clef stave 

octaves 
sharp 
flat 
chords 
major/minor 
scales 

 


