
 
Key Vocabulary for Writing 

 

Substantive concepts in EYFS 

Substantive concepts in KS1 Substantive concepts covered in LKS2 
Substantive concepts covered in 

UKS2 

SPaG 
substantive 

concepts 

Writing 
substantive 

concepts 

SPaG substantive 
concepts 

Writing 
substantive 

concepts 

SPaG substantive 
concepts 

Writing 
substantive 

concepts 

 Word 
Sentence 
Letter 
capital letter 
full stop 
punctuation 
singular 
plural 
question mark 
exclamation 
mark 
verb 
tense (past, 
present) 
adjective 
noun 
suffix 
apostrophe 
comma   

The 
A 
Do 
To 
Today 
Of 
Said 
Says 
Your 
They 
Be 
He 
Me 
She 
We 
No 
Come 
Some 
One 
Once 
Ask 
Friend 
School 
Put 
Are 
Were 

word family 
conjunction 
adverb 
preposition 
direct speech 
inverted commas 
(or “speech 
marks”) 
prefix 
consonant 
vowel 
consonant letter 
vowel letter 
clause 
subordinate 
clause 
pronoun 
possessive 
pronoun 
adverbial 

Accident  
Accidentally 
Actual 
Actually 
Address 
Although 
Answer 
Appear 
Arrive 
Believe 
Bicycle 
Breath 
Build 
Busy 
Business 
Calendar 
Caught 
Centre 
Century 
Certain 
Circle 
Complete 
Consider 
Continue 
Decide 
Describe 

relative clause 
modal verb 
relative pronoun 
parenthesis 
bracket 
dash 
determiner 
cohesion 
ambiguity 
active and 
passive voice 
subject and 
object 
hyphen 
colon 
semicolon 
bullet points 
synonym 
antonym 

Accommodate 
Accompany 
According 
Achieve 
Aggressive 
Ancient 
Apparent 
Appreciate 
Attached 
Available 
Average 
Awkward 
Bargain 
Bruise 
Category 
Cemetery 
Committee 
Communicate 
Community 
Competition 
Conscience 
Controversy 
Convenience 
Correspond 
Criticise 
Curiosity 



 
Key Vocabulary for Writing 

Was 
Is 
His 
Has 
I 
You 
Go 
So 
By 
My 
Here 
There 
Where 
Love 
Push 
Pull 
Full 
House  
Our 
Door 
Poor 
Find 
Mind 
Floor 
Because 
Kind 
Behind 
Whole 
Any 
Child 
Wild 

Different 
Difficult 
Disappear 
Early 
Earth 
Eight 
Eighth 
Enough 
Exercise 
Experience 
Experiment 
Extreme 
Famous 
Favourite 
February 
Forwards 
Fruit 
Grammar 
Group 
Guard 
Guide 
Heard 
Heart 
Height 
History 
Imagine 
Increase 
Important 
Interest 
Island 
Knowledge 

Definite 
Desperate 
Determind 
Develop 
Dictionary 
Disastrous 
Embarrass 
Environment 
Equip 
Equipped 
Equipment  
Especially 
Exaggerate 
Excellent 
Existence  
Explanation 
Familiar 
Foreign 
Forty 
Frequently 
Government 
Guarantee  
Harass 
Hindrance 
Identity 
Immediate 
Immediately 
 Indivual  
interfere 
interrupt 
language 
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Most both 
Children  
Climb 
Only 
Old 
Many 
Clothes 
Gold 
Hold 
Told every 
Great 
Break 
Steak 
Busy 
People 
Pretty 
Neautiful 
After 
Fast 
Last 
Past father 
Class 
Water 
Again 
Grass 
Pass 
Plant 
Path 
Bath 
Hour 
Move 

Team 
Length 
Library 
Material 
Exercise 
Mention 
Natural 
Naughty 
Notice 
Occasion 
Occasionally 
Often 
Appetite 
Ordinary 
Particular 
Perhaps 
Popular 
Position 
Possess 
Possession 
Possible  
Potatoes 
Pressure 
Probab;y 
Promise 
Purpose 
Quarter 
Quotation 
Recent 
Regular 
Reign 

leisure 
lightning 
marvellous 
mischievous 
muscle 
necessary 
neighbour 
nuisance 
occupy 
occur 
opportunity 
parliament 
persuade 
physical 
prejudice 
privilege 
profession 
programme  
pronunciation 
queue 
recognise 
recommend 
relevant 
restaurant 
Rhyme 
rhyme 
sacrifice 
secretary 
shoulder 
signature 
sincere 
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Prove 
Half 
Money 
Improve 
Sugar 
Could 
Would 
Sure 
Eye 
Should 
Who 
Mr 
Mrs 
Parents 
Christmas 
Everybody 
Even 

Remember 
Sentence 
Separate 
Special  
Straight 
Strange 
Strength 
Suppose 
Surprise 
Therefore 
Though 
Thought 
Through 
Various 
Weight 
Woman  
Women 

sincerly 
soldier 
stomach 
sufficient 
suggest 
symbol 
system 
temperature 
thorough 
twelfth 
variety  
vegetable 
vehicle 
yacht 
 
 
 

 


