
 
Key Vocabulary for Art and Design 

 

 

 

Topics 
Substantive concepts in 

EYFS 

Substantive concepts in KS1 
Substantive concepts covered in 

LKS2 
Substantive concepts covered in 

UKS2 

Built upon from 
EYFS 

New to KS1 
Built upon from 

KS1 
New to LKS2 

Built upon from 
LKS2 

New to UKS2 

P
ai

n
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n
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Collage, Create, Cut, Dab, 
Design, Dot, Flick, Glide, 
Glistening, Glossy, 
Landscape, Permanent, 
Rip, Shiny, Silky, Slimy, 
Slippery, Smooth, Splat, 
Splatter, Squelchy, Stick, 
Sticky, Sweep, Swirl, 
Swish, Tear, Temporary, 
Transient art, Wet, Wipe 

Hue, Shade, 
Primary colour, 
Secondary colour, 
Pattern, Mix, 
Blend, Print, 
Shape, Texture, 
Space, Thick 

Primary colours, 
Secondary 
Colours, Neutral 
Colours, Tints, 
Shades, Warm 
Colours, Cool 
Colours, 
Watercolour 
Wash, Sweep, 
Dab, Bold Brush 
Stroke, Acrylic 
Paint. 

Charcoal, 
Composition, 
Negative image, 
Pigment, Positive 
image, 
Prehistoric, 
Proportion, 
Smudging, 
Scaled up, 
Sketch, Texture, 
Tone 

Portrait, 
Landscape, 
Shadow, Tint, 
Shade, Texture, 
Contrasting, 
Vivid, Muted, 
Formal, 
Patterned, 
Abstract, 
Detailed, 
Figurative, Three 
dimensional (3D), 
Grid, Technique, 
Mark-making, 
Composition, 
Dabbing paint, 
Stippling paint, 
Paint wash, 
Pointillism 

Paint Wash, 
Collage, Texture, 
Composition, 
Background, 
Continuous line 
drawing, Multi 
media, Justify, 
Research, 
Evaluate, 
Represent, 
Atmosphere, Art 
medium 

Artist, 
Compositions, 
Evaluation, 
Medium, Mixed 
media, 
Technique, 
Translate, 
Analyse, 
Meaning, 
Narrative, 
Interpret, Justify, 
Inference, 
Respond, 
Tableau, 
Abstract, Convey, 
Compose, 
Thought-
provoking, Blend, 
Mix, Line, Tone, 
Shape, Abstract, 
Absorb, Colour, 
Impressionism, 
Impressionists. 
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C
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Cut, Place, Move, Cutting   
Shapes, Sticking, Texture 

Collage, Squares, 
Gaps, Mosaic, 
Features, Cut, 
Place, Arrange 

Texture, Shape, 
Form, Pattern, 
Mosaic, Montage, 
Tessellate, 
Overlap, Cutting 
Shapes, Sticking, 
Texture, Rough, 
Soft, Crunch, 
Smooth, Hard, 
Delicate, Overlap, 
Bumpy 

Mosaic, Cutting, 
Shapes, Sticking, 
Texture, Rough, 
Soft,  Crunch, 
Smooth, Hard, 
Delicate, Overlap, 
Bumpy, Uneven 

Texture, Shape, 
Form, Pattern, 
Cutting Shapes, 
Sticking, Texture, 
Rough, Soft, 
Crunch, Smooth, 
Hard, Delicate, 
Overlap, Bumpy, 
Uneven, 

Cutting Shapes, 
Sticking, Texture,  
Rough, Soft, 
Crunch,  Smooth,  
Hard, Delicate,  
Overlap, Bumpy,  
Uneven, Positive, 
Negative,  
Foreground, 
Middle ground, 
Background 

Shape, form, 
Arrange, Fix, 
Plan, Design, 
Effect, Cutting 
Shapes, Sticking. 
Texture, Rough, 
Soft, Crunch, 
Smooth, Hard, 
Delicate, Overlap, 
Bumpy, Uneven, 
Positive, 
Negative, 
Foreground, 
Middle ground, 
Background 
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3D art, Bend, Clay, Chop, 
Collage, Cut, Evaluate, 
Flatten, Join, Landscape, 
Pinch, Plan, Poke, Pull, 
Push, Reflect, Roll, 
Sculpture, Silky, Slimy, 
Slippery, Smooth, Squash, 
Squelchy, Sticky, Stretch, 
Twist, Wet 

Sculpture, Curve, 
Loop, Tube, 
Overlap, Spiral, 
Zig-zag, Imagine, 
Roll, Smooth, 
Flatten, Shape, Cut 

Three dimensional 
(3D) 
Cylinder, 
Concertina, 
Mosaic, Carving, 
Artist, Score, Slip, 
Surface, Join, 
Sculpture, 
Sculptor, Plaster, 
Casting, Negative 
space, Three 
dimensional 

Sculpture 
Structure, Three-
dimensional, 
Found objects, 
Sculptor, 
Abstract,  

Template, 
Secure, Mesh, 
Found objects, 
Model, Hollow, 
Figurative, 
Abstract, Quarry, 
Texture, Surface, 
Join, 
Visualisation, 
Ceramics, Two-
dimensional (2D), 
Three-
dimensional (3D), 
Organic shape, 
Sculpture, 
Typography, 
Welding, 
Weaving 
Pliers, 

Display, 
Installation art, 
Mixed media, 
Features, 
Evaluate, 
Analyse, 
Location, Scale, 
Scaled down, 
Special effects, 
Three 
dimensional, Art 
medium, 
Performance art, 
Stencil, 
Atmosphere, 
Props, Influence, 
Experience, 
Culture, 
Revolution, 
Concept, 
Elements, 
Interact, 
Interactive 

Expression, Self, 
Identity, Attribute, 
Symbolic, Literal, 
Assemblage, 
sculpture, 
Manipulate, 
Relief, 
Composition, 
Juxtaposition, 
Embedded, 
Tradition, Pitfall, 
Representation, 
Originality, 
Collection 
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Artist, Bumpy, Chalk, 
Circle, Colours, Curved, 
Drawing, Feeling, Felt tips, 
Hard, Line, Long, Mark, 
Mark making, Medium, 
Observational drawing, 
Observe, Oil pastel, Paint, 
Pattern, Pencils, Ridged, 
Rough, Rubbing, Self-
portrait, Short, Smooth, 
Soft, Squiggly, Straight, 
Texture, Thick, Thin, 
Wavy, Wax crayons, Zig-
zag 

Line, Wavy, 
Straight, Shade, 
Form, Mark 
making, Dots, 
Circle, Charcoal, 
Pastel, Chalk  
Portrait, Self-
Portrait, Line 
Drawing, Detail, 
Landscape, 
Cityscape, 
Building, Pastels, 
Drawings, Line, 
Bold, Size, Space. 

Abstract, 
Narrative, Printing, 
Continuous, 
Observe, 
Lightly, Firmly, 
Texture, Shadow, 
Vertical, 
Horizontal, 
Diagonal, 
Cross-hatch, 
Optical art, 2D 
shape, 3D shape, 
Stippling, 
Hatching, Cross 
hatching, 

Light, Dark, 
Shading, Tone, 
Grip, Smooth, 
Blend, Even, 
Frottage, 
Rubbing, Surface 

Portrait, Self-
Portrait, Line 
Drawing, Detail, 
Landscape, 
Cityscape, 
Building, Pastels, 
Drawings, Line, 
Bold, Size, 
Space, 
Magnified, Form, 
Scale, 
Composition, 
Abstract, Frame, 
Gestural, 
Expressive, 

Geometric, 
Organic, Shape, 
Line, Object, 
Arrangement, 
drawing, 
Shading, 
Shadow, Tone, 
Gradient, Three 
dimensional (3D), 
Proportion, 
Symmetry, 
Pattern, 
Composition, 
Precision, Mixed 

Commissioned, 
Tone, Tonal, 
Composition, 
Impact, 
Audience, 
Expressive, 
Character traits, 
Symbol, 
Symbolic, 
Interpretation, 
Aesthetic, 
Representative, 

P
ri
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Print, Repeat Patterns, 
Shapes 

Print, Rubbing, 
Smudge, Image, 
Reverse, Shapes, 
Surface, Pressure, 
Decoration, Cloth 

Colour, Shape, 
Printing, 
Printmaking, 
Woodcut, Relief 
Printing, Objects, 
Print, Rubbing, 
Smudge, Image, 
Reverse, Shapes, 
Surface, Pressure, 
Decoration, Cloth, 
Repeat, Rotate, 
Mon-print, Two-
tone print 

Imprint, 
Impression, 
Mould, Mon-print, 
Background, 
Pounce, Marbling   
,Surface, Absorb            
Stencil, Negative 
image, Positive 
image 

Line, Pattern, 
Texture, Colour, 
Shape, Block 
Printing Ink, 
Polystyrene 
Printing Tiles, 
Inking Rollers. 

Monotype,     
Relief Printing, 
Plate Inking up,     
Water-based, Oil-
based, Overlap, 
Etching,    
Engraving, 
Indentation, 
Pressure,Calligra
phy 

Hammering, 
Pattern, Shape, 
Tile, Colour, 
Arrange, 
Collograph, 
Aesthetic, 
Pattern,         
Motif, Victorian,  
Rotation, 
Reflection, 
Symmetrical, 
Repetition 
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Cutting, Weave, Fabric Fabric, Colour, 
Pattern, Shape,  
Texture,  Sew,  
Weave, Mixed  
Media,  Collage,    
Appliqué, Layers,   
Combine, Opinion,    
Fur, Silk, Satin     
Net 

Textiles, Fabric, 
Weaving, Woven, 
Placemat, Loom, 
Alternate, Over, 
Under, 
Decoration, 
Decorative, Batik 
Dye, Dye, Wax, 
Resist, Crayons, 
Ink, Apply, Set, 
Fabric, Colour, 
Pattern, Shape, 
Texture, Sew, 
Hessian, Scraps, 
Wool, Yarn, Mixed 
Media, Weave, 
Collage, Appliqué, 
Layers, Combine, 
Opinion, Thread, 
Net, Fur,  Tweed,  
Silk, Satin, 

Natural, 
Synthetic, Vat, 
Bunching, 
Threading, 
Stitching, 
Embroidery, 
Cross stitch, 
Running stitch, 
Stem stitch, 
Matting, 
Shrunken, Tease, 
Wool tops, 
Carding 

Pattern, Line, 
Texture, Colour, 
Shape, Stuffing, 
Turn, Thread, 
Needle, Textiles, 
Decoration, 
Daub,  Stamp, 
Emblem, Motif, 
Ornamentation, 
Geometric,  
Stylised, Abstract 

Manipulation, 
Smocking,  
Ruching, Batik,  
Embellish, 
Accentuate, 
Enhance, 
Detract,  
Practicality, 
Aesthetic Birds, 
Eye view   

Manipulation, 
Smocking, 
Ruching, Batik, 
Embellish, 
Accentuate, 
Enhance,   
Detract, 
Practicality,  
Aesthetic 

A
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 Artist Artwork Like Dislike Artist, Artwork, Like, Dislike, Compare, 
Style, Techniques, Media, Mediums, 
Similarities, Differences 

Scale, Proportion, Techniques, Apply, 
Elements, Realistic, Abstract, Detail, 
Focal point, Decorative 

Analyse, Interpret Practices, 
disciplines, Atmosphere, Composition, 
Modify, Functional 

 


