
 Key Vocabulary for Geography 
 

The following table outlines the substantive concepts taught in history throughout the school. Each concept is revisited multiple times to facilitate 

a deeper understanding among the children. 

Substantive concepts 
in EYFS 

Substantive concepts in 
KS1 

Substantive concepts covered in LKS2 Substantive concepts covered in UKS2 

New to KS1 Built upon from KS1 New to LKS2 Built upon from LKS2 New to UKS2 

map 
globe 

country 
UK 
landmark 
town 
capital city 
countryside 
island 
continent 
ocean 
desert 
rainforest 
population 
compass 
equator 
aerial 
map: sketch map, 
symbols, key, ordnance 
survey, atlas 
climate 
seasons 
weather 
natural disasters: 
drought, flooding, 
blizzard, hurricane 
climate 
habitat 
migration 

county 

UK: Great Britain 

landmark 

rural 

weather: precipitation 

natural disasters: 
drought, flooding, 
blizzard, hurricane 

maps: sketch map, 
symbols, key, ordnance 
survey, atlas 

continent 

tectonic plates 
dam 
pollution: fertiliser, 
pesticides 
reservoir 
water vapour 
prime meridian 
immigration 
co-ordinates 
hemisphere 
agriculture 
counties 
recreation 
retail 
latitude 
longitude 
 

Built upon from KS1  
climate 

continent 

country 

population 

maps: sketch map, 
symbols, key, ordnance 
survey, atlas, digital map 

compass 

tourists 

weather: precipitation 

natural disasters: 
drought, flooding, 
blizzard, hurricane, 
avalanche 

UK: Great Britain 

 

Built upon from LKS2  
agriculture 
retail 
tectonic plate 
latitude 
longitude 
recreation 

 

 
New to UKS2 -  
 
easting 
grid references 
national grid 
northing 
acidic 
border/ boundary 
deposition 
dissolve 
erosion 
weathering 
arable 
Landscapes 
coastal 
industrial 
altitude 
crust 
gorges 

summit 
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tourists  

 


