
 Key Vocabulary for History 
 

The following table outlines the substantive concepts taught in history throughout the school. Each concept is revisited multiple times to facilitate 

a deeper understanding among the children. 

Substantive concepts 
in EYFS 

Substantive concepts in KS1 Substantive concepts covered in LKS2 Substantive concepts covered in UKS2 

New to KS1 Built upon from KS1 New to LKS2 Built upon from LKS2 New to UKS2 
ruler: king, queen 
technology 
commemoration: 
remembrance 
war: battle 
 

building 
the church 
city 
commemoration: monument, 
remembrance 
discrimination: racism and sexism 
exploration 
government: parliament 
nation/country 
peace 
religion 
ruler: king, queen 
society 
technology 
trade 
transport 
travel 
war: battle, conflict 
Era 
 

building 
the church 
city 
nation/country 
religion 
ruler: king, queen, 
emperor, pharaoh 
technology 
trade 
transport 
travel  
war: battle, conflict, 
invasion, army 
Era 
 

civilisation 
colonisation  
conquest 
culture 
decolonisation 
economy: money, tax, 
barter 
empire 
enslavement 
entertainment 
farming 
kingdom 
knowledge 
leisure  
migration 
occupation (of territory) 
power 
settlement 
tribe 
primogeniture 
 

building 
the church 
city, city-state 
commemoration: 
monument, 
remembrance 
discrimination: racism 
and sexism 
exploration 
government: parliament 
nation/country 
peace 
religion 
ruler: king, queen, 
emperor, pharaoh, 
monarchy 
society 
technology 
trade 
transport 
travel  
war: battle, conflict, 
invasion, army 
Era 
 

civilisation 
conquest 
culture 
economy: money, tax, 
barter 
empire 
enslavement 
entertainment 
farming 
kingdom 
knowledge 
leisure  
migration 
occupation (of territory) 
power 
settlement 
trade 
tribe 
New to UKS2 -  
democracy 
golden age 
propaganda 
treaty 
 

 


